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SOUTHERN PACIFIC ORDERS 
MORE DIESEL~ELECTRIC SWITCHERS 
The Southern. Pacific Comp- 

any has ordered 15 diesel-electric 
switch engines from the American 
Locomotive Company and 5 others 
from the Baldwin Locomotive Com- 
panye 
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W.eP. 83, 179 HEAD-ON 

Twn Western Pacific loco» 
motives meet head-on near Pleas- 
anton, Calif., September 22. : 
Engine 179, 4-882, was on the 
eastbound "Exposition Flyer", 
while 83, 46-0, was running 
light westbound. 

Three trainmen were killed 
and twelve crew members and pass- 
engers were injured. Official 
comment: "Evidently somebody 
made a serious mistake", 

Some rather fine photos 
were published in LIFE MAGAZINE 
of October 6s 


VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE TRIP 
"VERY ENJOYABLE" 

The 150 or so excursionists 
who made the CeN.R»HeS« trip over 
the Virginia & Truckee September 
20-22, reportedly had a very 
enjoyable trip. V&T 11, 4-4-0, 
and 27, 4-6-0 double-headed the 
trip to Cason City while 27 ran 
the return to Reno alone. The 
trip skipped the stop at Sparks, 
but the V&P helped to make the 
trip notewarthy. 

loaresn City, Nevada) 





STOCKTON ELECTRIC RAILWAY 
MAKES LAST RUN SEPTEMBER 87. 


The end of the Stockton 
Electric Railway came quickly 
last month when following hear- 
ings early in the month the 
approval of the abandonment 
was forthcoming. The actual 
abandonment took place Saturday 
evening, September 27, when cazs 
ran in the city of Stockton for 
the last time. Some of the 
cars will be raturned to the 
Southern Pacific, while others 
will be burned for scrape 


STATE SEEKS SALE FOR 
I.EeRe CARS 
The California Toll-Bridge 

Authority has advertised as for 
sale 58 interurban cars formerly 
in service on the Interurban 
Electric Railway over the Bay 
Bridge. The state acquired 
ownership when the IER cars 
were #equipped for bridge ser- 
vice, 


NOR. CAL. TROLLY TRIP 
ATTRACTS CAPACITY CROWD 

The largest crowd yet to 
appear on a local trolly trip 
showed up October 5 for the 
‘Northern California Railroad 
Glubts trip over the Market 
Street. Railway. Some 50 
persons were on board for the 
trip which covered the city 


-° lines as well as the suburban 


line to San Mateo. 











THE WESTERN RAILROADER 


From the Railroad Commission; 


The Pacific Electric Railway is petitioning for permissi 
discontinue service between Colton and San rstbaccmy Brak itn se iy oe a 
companies seeking to replace the rail service. 


A self-styled "Twin Cities Transit" is seeking te Parallel. 
Sacramente Northern local line in Marysville and Yuba City ia 
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Switch List 





Elmer Cumming, 3059 Bartlett St., Oakland, Cal.--will buy the 
following Western Railroaders; Vol. I, Nume 2, 33 Vol. II, 
Num. 6, 12; Vol. III, Num 1, 5, 7, 10, 11 or 12, 

Bob Langevin,527 Fordham Rd., San Mateo, Cal. has Ry Statistics, 
700 reports and employee tts to trade for emp. tts of Calif, 

inese 

WE. Butler, 1515 Front St., San Diego, Cal. disposing of his 
photo collection, has prints and albums for salew-write.. 

Jel. Smith, 6619 Wayne Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. wants copies of 
Brill Magazine, also Western Railroader Vol. I, Num, 1-4 12, 

B. Ae Guido, 502 N. Claremont Ste, San Mateo, Cal. wants infor- 
mation and photos of Fresno Interurban Ry, Fresno, Cal. 


WE SQUEAK ~-- #$%&+()2@? 


This number brings to an end Volume 4 of The Western Rail- 
roader, and looking back over the past 10 issues we find that we 
hapye published the best and the worst of Western Railroaders in 
our history to date. Certainly numbers 4 and 6 were first class 
issues in any subscription, while we do admit the short comings of 
some other issueSe It is taking the good with the bad that makes 
for satisfaction for if we were to put out uniform issues, our stan- 
dards would have to be rather lowe 

Our promise of a printed issue this month fell by the way- 
side due to many reasons, principally because of a change in employ- 
ment of our printer John Carrick. On the other hand, Al Rose has 
stepped in with an offer of a photo-lith sheet for the November 
issue simular to our Key System roster, but this time on the Sierra 
Railway. 

We promise our best~---we can do no morée 
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THE WESTERN RAILROADER official Publication: 
'for the Western Railfan" NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
RAILROAD CLUB 


Editor: Francis Guido, 
502 Ne Claremont Ste, 
San Mateo, California 


published monthly---60¢ per year---sample copy 5¢ postpaid 
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Nomination: The 2~6-2 type steam locomotive as tlt typical 
California Short Line Locomotive. 
Cal-wester, M&ET, Tidewater So., Sierra, Santa Maria Valley, 
McCloud, Yreka, Howard Term., Amador Cente, SJ&E, SePe, NWP 
Sacto Valley & East.s, Quincy, Pajaro Valley, Oak. Term. etc. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB 
Market Street Railway Excursion Number Five 
(Northern Cal trip #9) 


Aproximate schedules 
Lv. Geneva Barn 9:00 aeme 
Lv. East Bay Terminal 9:50 aeme 
(First & Natoma Sts) 
Southern Pacific Depot --- 


McAllister Barn --- 
Beach men 
Funston Ave Yards ane 
Fifth & Market ee 
Are Geneva (change cars) seed 
LVe Geneva 1:00 peme 
Ar. San Mateo oom se 
Lv. San Mateo 5300 Deme 
Ar. East Bay Terminal 4:50 Delle 
Ar. Geneva ~ ee 5300 peme 


jvarren K» Miller, Chairman 


; CAR BARNS OF THE MARKET STREET RAILWAY 
(in apeahenes at time of 1938 trip) 


24th and Rhode Tsien ; -- now bus garage ; 

28th and Valencia «= closed in 1958, torn down ‘in . 1939. 
Castro cable barn += discontinued 1941 

29th and Mission storage barn, discontinued ton, torn down. 
Oak and Broderick--= discontinued 1941 

Third and 23rd barn -* diséontinued 1941, torn down 
Valencia & Market supply yard, to be discontinued Gcte 1941 
Sutro barn (30th and Clement) lines. 1, 2, 3, ands 4, 
McAllister Barn, lines 5, 20, 21, 41a 

Turk and Fillmore barny lines 22 and Sls 

Height and Stanyan barn, lines 6, 7, 17 and 33 (trolly bus)* 


+ Funston Avenue & Lincoln Way yard. lines 6, 7,:8 and 17 


also used as storage yards, cars formerly stored at 29th 
and Oak and Broderick are kept here. . 
Washington and Mason cable barn Dc tllsadipuakgon vable 
; Powell-Mason cable ° 
Sacramentd-Clay cable: 


Geneva car barn (Geheva and San Jose) lines 9, 10, ll, Ty 14, 


27 and 40, 
Geneva shops (Elkton Shéps) across from Geneva car barn, used 


for additional storage during night. 


Stops will be made inroute at active barns, but the’ planned 


stop at Oak and Broderick will not be made as all éars have been 
removed to Funston yards. Additional stops will’ be made on 
interurban line for pictures. Timetable subject to change 


without notice. 
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0602 
0603 
0604 
0606 
0608 
0915 
0916 
0917 
0918 
0919 
0920 
0921 
0922 
0925 
0927 
0928 


WORK EQUIPMENT OF THE MARKET STREET RY. 


__ (Prom time of First Excursion in 1938) 

instruction car on rollers at 29th St. barn, se ' 
counterweight car for Pilmore' Hill cable, left i as 
hill — night. scrapped !41 

sand trailer used at 24th St., later 29 

spreader at Third & 23rd dump + : ; ” ae Orne 74) 
tool car used ai 20th Ave. sand pits scrapped 141 

fender dipper trailer, scrapped /41l. 

wrecker, 4-wheeler kept at 29th Ste, scrapped '41 

Ferd motor used t4 ‘switch cable cars at Washington-Masen 
—. narrow gaugs 

sand loader formery used at 20th Ave sand pits, now at gutro 
flat motor, double cab, 8-wheeler, kept at 29th t 
wrecker, 4=-wheeler, Sutro-‘barne ° ‘ : ry poraee SSS 
single end crahe and snow plow, 8=wheeler, formerly at 29th. 
supply car, centér° cab, 8-wheeler, out of: Geneva 

track grinder, 4-wheeler, double end, out.of 29th, scrapped!41 
crane, 4=wheelex, uséd at Geneva shops. 

track grinder, 4-wheeler, monitor roof, baggage type. 

track grinder, 4-wheeier, double end 

erane, 4-wheeler used at Geneva scrapped '41 

crane, 4-wheeler used at ucneva repiaced O115 

crane, 4-wheeler used at 29th St. scrapped !41 

derrick, single cab, 8-wheclec, kept at Geneva shops 

derrick, double cab, 8-wheeler. kept at Geneva shops 

oil tank car, 8-wheeler, doubie cab, kept at Valencia & Mkt. 
line car, 8-wheeler, kept at Turk & Pillmore 

line car, 4-wheeler, scrapped !41 

line car, 8Swheeler, scrapped ‘41 .~ 
wrecker, 4«wheeler at 24th St., scrapped '58 


-sand car, 4-wheeler at 24th St., scrapped '40 


wrecker, 4-wheeler at 28th St.«, scrapped '58, painted grey 
"Genva Ave Emergency" wrecker and line car, 8=wheeler. 
sand cat and wrecker at MsAllister Barn, 4-wheeler 
sand car, 4-wheeler at Geneva barns Pag : 
sand car, 4-wheeler at Third St. scrapped '41 . 
sand car, 4-wheeler formerly at Oak & Broderick, now Punston 
sand car, 4-wheeler at: 29th St. scrapped '40 
wrecker, 4-wheeler at Sutro barn... - 
wrecker, 4-wheeler at Turk & Fillmore 
supply car, 8-wheeler, double cab, formerly at 29th St. 

‘ j i 


it w it v i scrapped 141 
" 1 ity wt ? 

o> w w " n 

it t lod center cab 

i i i] if tf : 

tt tt tt ry . |" gmaller than 0920 

it tt i) a l- freight motor at Geneva 
iW it it teens !'. used at Geneva shops. 

tt tt " trailer cdr at Geneva shcps 


0929 to 0932 steel differential dump cars. 8-wheelsrs, ‘dovble 


cab, formerly stored at 29th ste 


Gable Flat Car (no number) used ty transper® sable cars between 


Washington & Mason barn and Geneva shops, kept at Geneva 
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HISTORY OF THE 40 LINE 


"The San Francisco & San Mateo Railroad Co." 


. The first electric street railway in the City of San Fra 
was placed in operation July 29, 1891, when tho San pias 
San Mateo Railroad opened the first scction of its line from Market 
and Steuart Streets to Thirtieth and Guerrero via Steuart, Harrison 
Bryant, Fourteenth and Guerrero Strects. . 

The franchise had been applied for in December 1890, but at 
that time electric traction was forbidden by law. Dispite this, 
the. company went ahead with construction, and the state legislature 
passed a bill permitting electric operation a few months befor the 
ro iine openede 5 os 
41 Construction continued beyond Thirticth Street; and the line 
was opened in short lenghts until it reached Baden,:‘San Mateo County 
early in 1893. Meanwhile a line was built out Eighteenth Street 
to connect with the Metropolitan Street. Railway System at-Golden 
tAl Gate Park. ae 

The line was double tracked except for the Baden extension 

beyond Thirtieth and the Eighteenth Street Branch, The line was 
noted for several engineering feats:*. a high trestle over Second 
Street saving a steep climb on Rincon Hill, a switcheback on the 
Eighteenth Street branch, another trestle over a dry ravine near 
Diamond Street on the Baden Extension, and an-underpass at Holy 
Cross Cemetery under the Southern Pacific trackse 

The powerhouse and carbarn was situated a block off San Jose 
P Road on Sunnysidoe Two types of car were used, both of which were 
double ond California type body. One was 4.26 foot single truck | 
car with two 15 hp motors used only as far as Thirtiebh on the city 
lines. The other was a 28 foot double truck car with two 25 hepe 
motors used on the suburban lines In all 50 motor cars and three 
trailers were usede vet 

The company failed to make expenses and was put under the 
auction hammer on petition of the bondhelders, April 11, 1896. The’ 
ling sold for $300,000 neting the bondholders about 11-1/3 cents on 
a dollar investment. | ’ 


n "The San Francisco & San Mateo Electric Railway" 


The new owners reincorperated the line with Mrs He Be Spreckels 
as President. The new management added 40 new cars. to the roster 
and relaid the rails downtown with 85 pound rail in 1897 and the 
Baden extension with 60 pound rail in 1899. The company also went 
ahead with the plans for a line to Sdn Mateo by obtaining franchises 
from the City of San Mateo and Sah Mateo County in 1900. 

Prospects were very bright and on May 18, 1901, the line which 
had sold for only $300,000 five years before, was again sold. This 
time the purchase price was reported between $1,200,000 and 31,500- 
000. The line was purchased by a group of Baltimore capitalists 
headed by Fe Je Mathews am J. Le Blackwell, who repoftedly intend~ 
ed to extend the line to San Mateo, Redwood City, Pale Alto, San 
Jose and then wp the east Side of the Bay to Oakland. 

In March, 1902,:the new owners formed the United Railroads of 

San Francisco te take over tke operations of their street railway 
properties which included the SF&SM Electric, Market Street Ry., 
Sutter Street Ry and the Sutro Railroade On March 20, 1902 the 
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History of the 40 Line 
(continued) 


new company took. over and the San Francisco & San Mateo Electric 
Railway became a part of the unified street railway system. 


"The United Railroads of San Francaace" 


The new management started construction of the San Mateo line 
almost immediately on taking over in 'O0l, and on December 31, 1902 
the iine was ready for operations. When car 583 pulled out of : 
Holy Cross at 5 peme the line was officially opened and fares requ- 
ested for the first timo. The linc was not completed in that parts 
were still single track, but certain land contracts necessitated - 
opening before January 1, 19035. 

The line operated on an hourly shuttle service between Holy 
Cross and San Mateo pending arrival of 19 new suburban cars. with 
the arrival of the new cars. in November, 1903,.the line was first 
operated between Fifth and Markét and San-Mateo vias Mission, Onon- 
daga, Ocean and San Jose Road. ; 

Fast interurban service was planned and in February, 1907, the 
company purchased 12 high-speed interurban cars built for the Phil- 
adelphia& Western for use on the line to San Mateo. At the same 
time the Peninsular Radlway was. building North from San Jose and 
it was proposed that it operate to San Francisco over tke United 
Railroad's line. Connection was to have been made at San Mateo 
and Peninsular Railway right-of-way was purchased, but the PRy 
never built North of Palo Alto. 


"Market Streot Railway Company" 


The Market Street Railway company was reorganized in 1919 to 
take over the operations of the, United Railroads, and the new corp- 
oration took over’'in October. . Plans were talked of from time to 
time of extending the line South and to Pacific City, a beach resort 
in San Mateo, but nothing came of theme Construction was started 
in 1926 however on a rebuilding of the line between Colma and 
Cypress Lawn Cemeterye ye 

Meanwhile the company had rebuilt the 19 original cars used 
from 1903 to 1907 as the 1200 series cars and had built the 1715, 
1716 and 1722 to replace the interurban cars 1l+12 which had been in 
main line service since 19073 The high cost of operating the large 
cars and the small number available for service caused the change. 

Relocation of the line between Colma and Daily City took 
place in 1936, and the-tracks on dowh-town Mission Street were re~ 
built a year later. 

The line was hard hit in 1929 when the Southern Pacific which 
had previously held its one-way and round-trip fares above that of 
the electric line, lowered its fare to the same as the car lines 
and undercut the roundtrip. The car line reduced its round trin, 
put without great results. The line has also had bus competition 
both local and interurban during the last few yearse 


Francis Guido 
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